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BYSTANDER ACTION

Table 1: Summary of individual enablers and obstacles to bystander action
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OF WINDSOR AND ESSEX COUNTY

Enablers of bystander action

Obstacles to bystander action

against women

Knowledge of what constitutes violence

The ambiguous nature of some everyday
sexism and heterosexism

Waormen

Awareness of harm caused by violence against

Exclusive group identity; male peer groups
based on violence/aggressive masculinities

Perception of respansibility to intervene

Fear of violence or being targeted by
perpetrator; fear that masculinity will be

called into question

Perceived ability to intervene - skills

Perception that action would be ineffective

Desire to educate perpetrator

Lack of knowledge about how to intervene

Empathy for and desire to support victim

Rigid adherence to traditional gender rales;
attitudes supporting male dominance

disapproval etc.

Self-validation, catharsis - expressing anger,

Impression management, preserving

interpersonal relations

Adapted from: Aboud & Joong 2008; Ashburn=Nordo, Morris & Goodwin 2008, Hyers 2007, Levine, Prosser, Evans &
Reicher 2005, Soucier, Miller & Doucet 2005.
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http://www.connsacs.org/aboutus/prevention.htm
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APPROACHES TO POSITIVE BYSTANDER ACTION

Organisational culture
— formal and informal

Notice the Requires Assume Know how Confidence
situation  |=—®| intervention |=—®| responsibility || tohelp [T in capacity

Peer norms / peer support

Societal norms / culture

http://iwww.aifs.gov.au/acssa/pubs/issue/i17/03.html

I can stop violence.
I am an active
bystander.



